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Paris, March 1st, 2011  

Societe Generale Private Banking sponsors “The 
Ephemeral in the Eternal”, by Gregory Ryan 
Societe Generale Private Banking has become sponsor of “The Ephemeral in the Eternal, 
Sculpting to Preserve”, an artistic project by the American sculptor, Gregory Ryan, which brings 
together art and the preservation of the environment. 
 
“The Ephemeral in the Eternal” is the fruit of a very special approach, which aims to stimulate 
awareness of the beauty and fragility of nature through the creation and public display of 
monumental bronze sculptures. These sculptures represent the imprints of natural species, 
both plant and animal, which are in the process of disappearing, or reconstitute landscapes that 
are being eroded out of existence.  
The choice of bronze, an immutable material, will ensure the permanence of these sculptures 
and will bequeath to mankind a testimony to the fragility of the “ephemeral”, thereby making it 
“eternal”.  
 
This project, a truly artistic and socially responsible commitment, has led Gregory Ryan to 
travel the world since 2010. From Asia to America, he is helped in his exploratory work by 
scientific experts, cataloguing endangered species and obtaining imprints made from an 
aesthetic angle that serves his artistic project. 
 
Societe Generale Private Banking is supporting Gregory Ryan for three years, allowing him to 
carry out this human, responsible and innovative project, which will culminate in an 
international exhibition in 2012. 
 
By electing to support Gregory Ryan, Societe Generale Private Banking is adhering to one of 
Societe Generale Group’s strong commitments, namely sustainable development, thereby 
illustrating its conception of private banking: contributing to preserving a heritage to ensure it is 
passed on to future generations. 
 
This ambitious initiative is part of the sponsorship policy of Societe Generale, which has 
worked for over 15 years to promote contemporary art. Societe Generale is now one of the 
most dynamic players in the sponsorship of art in France, in particular through its collection of 
300 original works and 700 lithographs, prints and silk-screens. This living collection highlights 
creation in all its forms – painting, sculpture and photography – of acknowledged international 
artists such as Pierre Soulages, Pierre Alechinsky, Zao Wou-Ki, Antoni Tapiès, Wang Du, 
Raymond Hains, and young talents from emerging artistic milieus.  
For more information: www.collectionsocietegenerale.com 

http://www.collectionsocietegenerale.com/


 
 

 
 
Societe Generale  
Societe Generale is one of the largest financial services groups in the euro-zone. The Group employs 157,000 people 
worldwide in three key businesses: 
 Retail Banking, Specialised Financing & Insurance: Societe Generale serves 32 million individual customers 

worldwide. 
 Private Banking, Global Investment Management & Services: Societe Generale is one of the largest banks in the 

euro-zone in terms of assets under custody (EUR 3,246 billion, March 2010) and under management (EUR 164 
billion excluding Amundi, March 2010). 

 Corporate & Investment Banking: Societe Generale tailors solutions for its clients across sectors by capitalising on 
its worldwide expertise in investment banking, global finance, and global markets. 

Societe Generale is included in the socially-responsible investment indexes: FTSE4Good and ASPI. In 2010, the title of 
SAM Sector Mover was awarded to Societe Generale. 
www.societegenerale.com 
 
 
Societe Generale Private Banking 
Societe Generale Private Banking, the wealth management arm of Societe Generale, is one of the leading private 
banks worldwide, with EUR 84.5 billion of assets under management at the end of December 2010. 
With 2,800 staff in 21 countries across the globe, Societe Generale Private Banking offers wealth management 
solutions to entrepreneurs and High Net Worth Individuals with financial assets in excess of one million euros.  
Societe Generale Private Banking’s offering includes international wealth planning and fiduciary services (trust and tax 
planning), a global expertise in structured products, hedge funds, mutual and private equity funds, real estate 
investment solutions and access to capital markets. 
In 2011, Societe Generale Private Banking was rewarded with the titles of ‘Best Private Bank in Western Europe for its 
offer in Structured Products’ and ‘Best Private Bank in France’ (Euromoney). 
www.privatebanking.societegenerale.com 
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